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228 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

the declaration of war by the United States upon Austria and in view 
of the invasion of Italian territory by the armies of the Central Powers. 

Nelson Gammans. 

The Immediate Causes of the Great War. By Oliver Perry Chitwood. 
New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co. 1917. pp. xii, 196. $1.35 
net. 

Though the literature concerning the causes of the Great War is, 
as is generally understood, rather overabundant, so much so that when 
one picks up a new volume on this subject, one does it with a certain 
sense of doubt and a small amount at least of suspicion, doubt as to 
its adding anything new and suspicion as to its bias, yet there is un- 
doubtedly a place for such a brief summary as Professor Chitwood 
suggests for the sake of the college student who has not the time to 
devote to the study of the more extended statements. It is to meet 
this need that this book strives to be different from its predecessors, 
and it is by no means unsuccessful in the role of a well-condensed 
manual of the immediate causes of the war. 

It rests entirely for its principal story upon the official documents 
from the governments involved in the war; it is, in fact, as the publisher 
characterizes it, "a digest of the published correspondence of the 
Powers." Only the first chapter, "Some Indirect Causes," in which 
Mr. Chitwood summarily reviews the last forty years of diplomacy, 
is based upon secondary material, mainly the larger works on this same 
topic and those on recent European history. Selections must neces- 
sarily be made when a writer uses such a great mass of documents, 
and this selecting has apparently been done in a spirit of fairness con- 
sistent with the high standard of historical accuracy shown throughout, 
and the emphasis placed upon facts, and facts only, without partisan 
interpretations. 

There are three chapters on the Serbian phase, followed by two 
on the Efforts to Prevent War and on Efforts to Isolate the War, which 
with the one following on the Broadening of the War Area to include 
Russia are quite successful, on the whole, in giving the essential facts 
clearly. Equally so are those on Great Britain's Entry into the War, 
on Belgian Neutrality and, in general, those on Turkey and Japan, 
on Italy and on the Lesser Belligerents (Bulgaria, Portugal, Roumania). 
The United States is not mentioned. 
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Mr. Chitwood is less happy in his conclusions. The reviewer is in- 
clined to take exception to the idea that this war began in a game 
of bluff; the evidence, even as presented by Mr. Chitwood, does not 
bear out this conclusion. Instead, it is quite possible to believe 
that this much, at least, was the deliberate purpose of Germany; the 
move to reduce Serbia from the ranks of independent states and to 
make the Teutonic Empire of the Near East approach reality. The 
incapacity shown by the diplomats may not have been stupidity at 
all, but a lack of knowledge by one side of the plans being matured 
by the other. The representatives of France, Russia, and England 
were quite in the dark as to the Austro-German purposes and were 
artfully kept so. 

It is not safe to emphasize overmuch the official expression of what 
may be only one side — perhaps the better side, perhaps not, — of 
a nation's mind. We may strive also to divide the diseases of the 
European body-politic into chronic and acute, but should we discuss 
too exclusively the acute alone, we may not give due attention to the 
chronic ailments suddenly coming to a head. A book, therefore, upon 
the immediate causes of the World War may easily dwarf unduly the 
great underlying causes which reached a focus in 1914. This effect, 
Professor Chitwood's first chapter does not sufficiently counteract. 
The index is small, yet serviceable, but maps are conspicuously lacking. 

A. I. A. 

The Deportation of Women and Girls from Lille. New York : George 
H. Doran & Company. 1917. pp. 81. 

This is a collection of documents in English translation relating 
to the deportation of women and girls from Lille, Roubaix, and Tour- 
coing, by the Germans during the spring of 1916. The collection em- 
braces the note of protest addressed by M. Briand to the Powers on 
July 25, 1916, together with various documents, French and German, 
including notices and placards posted by the German military authori- 
ties, protests of the mayor and bishop of Lille, letters written by some 
of the victims, and a large number of depositions made before local 
magistrates. It contains the evidence of a cruel and brutal measure 
without precedent in modern civilized warfare: the sudden arrest and 
tearing away from their homes of some 25,000 inhabitants of an invaded 
district, young girls, women, and men up to the age of fifty-five years, 



